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The Calling Of St* Matthew." 


Unknown to the general public, but the object of unstinted 
admiration among ourselves and to the casual visitor in our midst, 
there has been for over twenty years in the custody of the College 
a treasure of art certainly not surpassed, if indeed equaled in 
value by any work on this side of the Atlantic. Pew art collec¬ 
tions in the country can boast of a painting possessing the artis¬ 
tic merit and the history of the "Calling of St. Matthew,* which 
hangs in the room of the President of the College. It cannot, 
of course, be placed in the front ranks of the world's great mas¬ 
ter-pieces by Raphael, Michael Angelo, Titian or Murillo; but it 
holds an eminent position among the immortal works left by those 
artists who followed most closely those men of unparalleled genius. 
The painter was Luca Giordano, from the rapidity of his work, cal¬ 
led Luca Pa Presto. Prom Mrs. Clements' "Painters, Sculptors," 

£c., we extract the following epitome of the artist's career; 

"Giordano, Luca, born at Naples, (1632-1705,) pupil of Ribera, 
called II Spagnoletto. Ke went to Rome while still young, and 
was employed by Pietro da Cortona. His facility of execution was 
marvellous. He made copies from various masters, and his style 
became a mixture of all. In 1690 he was invited to Spain, where 
he executed a vast amount of work for Charles II.in the Escurial 
and elsewhere. He returned to Naples with much wealth and a great 
reputation. His works are very numerous and varied in style. 

They are in all large galleries. Perhaps his masterpiece is the 
•Expulsion of the Pallen Angels,’ in the Belvidere, Vienna, signed 
Jordanus P., 1666. Giordano painted equally well in oil and 
fresco, and is at times remarkable for beauty, glow of color, and 
dramatic effect, but sacrificed so much to hasty finish that it is 
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painful to see what he has done and feel how much less it is than 
what he might have done.* 

The "Calling of St. Matthew” is undoubtedly one of the great 
works left by him in Spain when he was in that kingdom under the 
patronage of Charles II. Its history of late years is succinctly 
furnished by a former owner, whose letter we give. The writer is 
a sister of General Meade, whose father was resident in Cadiz 
during the Napoleonic invasion! 


No. 110 Fifteenth Street, 

Washington, August 10, 1881. 

Dear Father Healy: 

............... The history of the "St. Matthew,” as far as we know, 

is that it was purchased by my father, during his residence in 
Cadiz, as an original of Luca Giordano, and cost many thousands. 

It was bought by the clergy, with many other paintings, for the 
protection of the American flag and to save them from Marshal Soult 
the French commander, and Napoleon during the siege of Cadiz. 

The Meade Gallery was always considered the best in the United 
States and ought to have brought better prices, as Marshal Soult 
sold what he stole for fabulous sums. The "St. Matthew* was always 
considered magnificent. 

My niece Mrs. John George, of Concord, N. H.j has a fine 
Titian of the "Martyrdom of St. Laurence,” which is quite as large 
as your picture and would be a beautiful mate for it. It hangs 
with other Catholic pictures of the Meade Gallery in the Historical 
Rooms at Concord, and I think you could get the whole very cheap, 
as the family are anxious to close their father's estate. I will 
get you the list and the lowest prices, if you desire it. 

.Hoping that you are enjoying good health, with kind 

regards to Father-• 

I remain very truly yours, 

Margaret G. Meade. 


Thus the authority of the great work under notice is verified, 
even if the genius which glows upon the canvas and the artist’s 
sign manual, Jordanus, did not furnish indubitable testimony. How 
thorough was the vandal desecration of convents and churches during 
the occupancy of Spain by Marshal Soult, the following clipping 
from the Catholic Standard, of Philadelphia, abundantly proves! 

"Of the thirteen Murillos which Marshal Soult managed to 
obtain in Spain, one of them, an "Immaculate Conception,* at the 


Marshal’s sale in May, 1852, was bought by the French Government 


for ii23, 440. 

The "Calling of St. Matthew” presents the apostle seated at 
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th<D money table, where h© is engaged in his business pursuits, at 
th© moment our Saviour, passing by, halts and summons him to leav© 
all and to follow him. Th© figures ar© almost life size, and th© 
canvas measures soven foot by nine. 

w © had hoped that on th© completion of Memorial Hall in th© 
new building, this great work would be assigned a fitting and per¬ 
manent place on its walls. We learn, however, that the faculty 
have decided that an art gallery is not within the reach of the 
limited means of the University, nor is there prospect of the early 
establishment of so desirable an adjunct to collegiate training. 

On the other hand, a treasure of art, such as all acknowledge the 
Oalling of St. Matthew* to be, is out of place except in some 
gallery, either a public or private collection, where its beauties 
can be studied by lovers of art, and its safety insured by the 
special care taken of such works. The valuation, $20,000, put 
upon it by experts will render its sale uncertain; but, much as we 
regret to see the college lose a treasure of the kind, we hop* to 
hear that the great painting, with few equals in point of age and 
intrinsic merit among the works of art in our country, has found 
a home where it will continue to delight the artist and the con-^ 
noisseur, as it has done for the two hundred years that have pas¬ 
sed since it first took life under the master-hand of its creator. 
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